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POLITICAL SCIENCE UNIT -2 E-BOOKLET 

 

Aristotle (384–322 BC) 

 

Introduction: 

 Born in Stagira, a Greek colony in Chalcidice. His father, 

Nicomachus, was the personal physician to King Amyntas III of 

Macedon. 

 

 He is renowned 

as the "father 

of Political 

Science" due to 

his systematic 

and empirical 

approach to 

studying 

political 

phenomena. 

 

 A prominent 

disciple of 

Plato, he 

studied at 

Plato's Academy in Athens for nearly two decades, absorbing but 

also critiquing his master's ideas. 

 

 Aristotle traveled extensively across the Greek world, meticulously 

studying and comparing different political systems and 

constitutions. 

 

 He famously tutored Alexander the Great, son of Philip II of 

Macedon, shaping the mind of the future conqueror. 
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 Later, he established his own influential academy in Athens, the 

Lyceum, where he lectured and wrote prolifically. 

  

 His seminal work, Politics, remains a cornerstone of political 

philosophy, analyzing the origins and functions of the state. 

 

Key Quotes: 

 "State is prior to individual." This underscores his belief in the 

state's fundamental role in human flourishing. 

 "State is a natural institution." He saw the state as an organic 

development, not an artificial construct. 

 "A man without society is either a beast or a God." This highlights 

the inherent social nature of humans. 

 "Injustice arises when equals are treated unequally and also when 

unequals are treated equally." This points to his nuanced 

understanding of justice. 

 "The State comes into existence for the bare needs of life and 

continue to exist for the sake of good life." This explains the state's 

purpose. 

 

Category Details 

Born - 

Died 

384–322 BC 

Birthplace Stagira, Greece 

Known As Father of Political Science 

Key 

Schools 

Plato's Academy (student), Lyceum (founder) 

Major 

Books 

Politics, Nicomachean Ethics, Eudemian Ethics, Poetics 
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Influenced 

By 

Plato 

Influenced Western Political Thought, Alexander the Great, 

Countless Philosophers 

Key 

Concepts 

Theory of State, Classification of Constitutions, Golden 

Mean, Justice, Slavery, Revolution, Best Possible State 

 

 Major Books: Politics, Nicomachean Ethics, Eudemian Ethics, 

Poetics, Rhetoric, Metaphysics, On the Soul. 

 

Major Books by Aristotle 

 

1. Politics 

 Written: Around 4th century BCE 

 Main Theme: 

o Man is a "political animal."1 

o Classification of governments (monarchy, aristocracy, polity vs. 

tyranny, oligarchy, democracy). 

o Importance of virtue and the good life in the polis (city-state). 

o Politics is subordinate to ethics. 

 

2. Nicomachean Ethics 

 Written: c. 350 BCE 

 Main Theme: 

o Discusses virtue ethics, the golden mean, and the concept of 

eudaimonia (flourishing or happiness).4 

o Ethics as the foundation for politics. 

o Emphasizes moral character and reason. 

 

3. Metaphysics 
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 Written: c. 340 BCE 

 Main Theme: 

o Study of being and reality ("being qua being").5 

o The theory of substance, form and matter, cause and potentiality. 

o Introduced the concept of the Unmoved Mover (God).6 

 

4. Rhetoric 

 Written: c. 330 BCE 

 Main Theme: 

o The art of persuasion in public speaking and politics. 

o Explores ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic) as 

tools of argument. 

 

5. Poetics 

 Written: c. 335 BCE 

 Main Theme: 

o Earliest surviving work of dramatic theory.7 

o Analyzes tragedy, catharsis, and the structure of drama.8 

 

6. Organon (Collection of works on logic)9 

 Includes: 

o Categories 

o On Interpretation 

o Prior Analytics 

o Posterior Analytics 

o Topics 

o Sophistical Refutations10 

 Main Theme: 

o Foundation of Aristotelian logic (syllogism, deductive reasoning). 

o Method for scientific inquiry and rational argument.11 

 
 

Theory of State: 
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o Natural Organization: The state is a result of natural growth and 

evolution, starting from the family, then the village, and finally the 

state. It is not an artificial creation. 

o The progression reflects the increasing complexity and fulfillment of 

human needs and potential. 

o Prior to Individual: The state is conceptually and functionally 

prior to the individual because man is inherently social and cannot 

achieve self-sufficiency when isolated. 

o The whole (state) is necessarily prior to its parts (individuals) for 

their meaning and function. 

o Association of Associations: The state is the highest and most 

comprehensive association, encompassing all other associations 

like families and villages. 

o It aims at the highest good, which is broader than the purposes of 

subordinate associations. 

o Like an Organism: Individuals are considered parts of the state, 

much like organs in a body. 

o They derive their significance and function from their membership 

in the state; isolation renders them incomplete. 

o Self-Sufficing Institution: Unlike the family or village, which only 

meet partial needs, the state is self-sufficing. 

o It provides all that is necessary for a complete and good life for its 

citizens. 

o Unity in Diversity: The state aims to bring together diverse 

elements and individuals into a harmonious whole. 

o It does not seek to impose a rigid uniformity but rather a balanced 

integration of differences. 

 

Constitutional Government: 

o Constitution: Defines the arrangement of a state's offices, 

particularly the sovereign power. 

o It determines who rules, the fundamental nature of the state, and 

the way of life prescribed for its citizens. 
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o Classification (based on number ruling and end 

pursued): 

 Normal Forms (rule for common good): 

 Monarchy: Rule by one virtuous individual. 

 Aristocracy: Rule by a few virtuous individuals. 

 Polity: Rule by many, balancing interests (often the middle 

class). 

 Perverted Forms (rule for self-interest): 

 Tyranny: Selfish rule by one (perversion of Monarchy). 

 Oligarchy: Selfish rule by the wealthy few (perversion of 

Aristocracy). 

 Democracy: Selfish rule by the poor masses (perversion of 

Polity). 

o Best Form (Ideal): Monarchy, if a supremely virtuous individual 

can be found, is theoretically the best. 

o However, given human fallibility, aristocracy of virtue is also highly 

praised. 

o Best Perverted Form (Most Tolerable): Democracy, despite its 

flaws, is considered the least bad of the perverted forms. 

o It tends towards a degree of social equality, making it more stable 

than tyranny or extreme oligarchy. 

o Polity/Democracy Issues: There's a risk of the rich oppressing the 

poor in an oligarchy, or the poor plundering the rich in a 

democracy. 

o Solution: A mixed government (Polity) is often the most practicable 

best state. It gives important offices to the rich/meritorious. 

o It also ensures some participation for the poor, often selected via 

elections or lot, balancing different class interests. 

 

Best Possible State (Characteristics - often 

referring to Polity): 

o Stable: Achieved through a balanced constitution that avoids 

extremes and represents different sections of society. 

o A state that can endure and resist internal strife is crucial. 
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o Moderate: Its provisions and laws should not be too harsh or too 

soft. 

o It should avoid favoring one class excessively over others, ensuring 

a middle ground. 

o Polity as Most Stable: A state where the middle class dominates is 

considered the most stable and well-administered. 

o The middle class is less prone to the arrogance of the rich or the 

envy of the poor, creating a natural balance. 

 

o Factors for Stability: 

 Population: Should not be too large (difficult to govern) or too 

small (not self-sufficient). 

 It should be of good quality, meaning citizens are healthy, 

capable, and developed in mind and body. 

 Size/Location: The territory should be large enough for self-

sufficiency but small enough for citizens to know each other. 

 Its location should aid trade, communication, and especially 

defense against external threats. 

 Character of People: Citizens should be patriotic, willing to 

defend the state, intelligent, and wise. 

 A combination of spirit (like Northern peoples) and skill (like 

Asian peoples) was considered ideal (as in Greeks). 

 Classes: Aristotle identified several classes: artisans, 

agriculturists, warriors, wealthy, priests, and administrators. 

 He controversially argued that artisans and agriculturists 

(manual laborers) should not be citizens as their work left no 

leisure for virtue. 

 Education: Essential for laying a good foundation for the state; it 

makes men moral and good citizens. 

 Education should be public and geared towards cultivating virtue 

and civic responsibility. 

 

Theory of Revolution: 
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o Types of Revolution: 

 A complete change in the constitution or form of government. 

 A change in the ruling personnel, even if the constitution 

remains. 

 Making an oligarchy more oligarchic or a democracy more 

democratic (intensifying the existing form). 

 Changing a specific institution or office within the state. 

 Targeting a particular set of people or a faction. 

 

o Causes of Revolution: 

 General Cause: The universal passion for equality, whether it be 

numerical or proportional equality. 

 People revolt when they feel their share of power or goods is not 

commensurate with their perceived worth. 

 Particular Causes: Love of gain and honor (desire for more than 

one's share). 

 Fear (of punishment or injustice), undue prominence or power of 

certain individuals, and carelessness in granting office. 

 Neglect of small changes (which can accumulate), unequal 

distribution of offices or honors. 

 Misuse of authority by rulers, manifest injustice, and careless or 

corrupt recruitment into offices. 
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 Unwanted public expenditure, feelings of jealousy between 

classes or groups, and issues arising from immigration. 

 The irrational use of force by those in power can also provoke 

rebellion. 

 Specific Forms: In democracies, revolutions often arise from the 

excesses of demagogues who attack the rich. 

 In oligarchies, they stem from the oppressive and excessively 

restrictive rule by the elite. 

 In aristocracies, jealousy among the ruling class or exclusion of 

capable individuals can lead to instability. 

 

o Prevention of Revolution: 

 Cultivate a spirit of obedience to law among citizens; educate 

them on the spirit and benefits of the constitution. 

 Rulers should observe even small changes and transgressions 

carefully, as they can be precursors to larger upheavals. 

 Avoid sudden or drastic changes that can unsettle the political 

order. 

 Guard against the concentration of too much power in the hands 

of one individual or a single group. 

 Ensure that public office is accessible to all deserving citizens; 

selection should be based on merit and loyalty. 

 Maintain public control and transparency over state finances to 

prevent corruption and resentment. 

 Distribute offices and honors justly, recognizing the 

contributions of different groups. 

 Do not ignore seemingly minor events or grievances, as they can 

escalate. 

 Watch outsiders and potential subversive elements carefully to 

prevent foreign interference or internal plots. 

 The most crucial preventive measure is for the government to 

gain the confidence and goodwill of the people it rules. 

 

Theory of Slavery: 
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o Basis: Aristotle considered slavery necessary for the "good life" of 

citizens, providing them with leisure for intellectual and political 

pursuits. 

o He saw slaves as "animate instruments" or living property, distinct 

from inanimate property. 

o He argued that the universe is structured by a hierarchy of superior 

(reason/soul) and inferior (appetite/body) beings. 

o The superior (master, characterized by reason) must naturally rule 

over the inferior (slave, characterized by physical strength). 

 

o Justification: 

 Masters possess intellectual strength and foresight, while slaves 

possess physical strength suitable for manual labor. 

 This combination of master and slave is deemed essential for the 

proper functioning of the household and, by extension, the state. 

 Slavery is considered necessary for the master's intellectual and 

moral development, as it frees him from menial tasks, granting 

leisure. 

 The slave is said to benefit by sharing in the master's virtue, 

albeit "second-hand," through direction and rule. 

 He believed in natural inequality, asserting that some individuals 

are born to rule and others to be ruled. 

 Leisure provided by slave labor was seen as essential for citizens 

to participate in politics and philosophy. 

 Slavery was deeply embedded in the Greek social and economic 

system, and Aristotle provided a philosophical defense for it. 

 He argued it was natural because different people are suited for 

different functions in society. 

 Slaves were not to be used merely for acquiring power or 

excessive wealth but for the needs of the household. 

Theory of Family: 

o The family is a natural institution and the most basic unit of 

society, existing even before the state. 

o It arises from the natural instincts for procreation and 

companionship. 
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o Three primary relationships define the household: 

 Husband-wife (based on affection and natural differentiation of 

roles). 

 Parent-child (based on procreation and the need for care and 

education). 

 Master-slave (which he considered natural and necessary, as 

discussed above). 

o The family differs from the state in both degree (size and complexity) 

and nature (purpose). 

o The state is a more complex association that includes multiple 

families and villages. 

o The family primarily meets the elementary daily needs of life and 

survival. 

o The state, on the other hand, aims to meet the higher intellectual 

and moral needs, ensuring the "good life." 

o The state, as the higher association, has the authority to control 

and regulate the family in certain respects for the common good. 

o Within the family, authority typically rests with the eldest male, who 

rules over his wife, children, and slaves. 

 

Theory of Justice: 

o Justice is the very essence of the state and its moral foundation; a 

polity needs a correct scheme of justice to endure and prosper. 

o He considered justice to be "complete virtue" and "virtue in 

action," particularly in relation to others. 

o A just state is one that saves itself from internal strife and 

destruction. 

 

Types of Justice: 

 Universal Justice (or General Justice): This encompasses 

lawfulness and fairness in the broadest sense. 
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 It means obedience to the laws of the state and generally being a 

virtuous person in all social dealings. 

 Particular Justice: This deals with the specific distribution of 

goods and the rectification of wrongs. It has two sub-types: 

 Distributive Justice: Concerns how the state distributes goods, 

wealth, honors, and offices among its citizens. 

 Distribution should be 

according to merit or 

contribution to the good of 

the community. This helps 

prevent revolution by 

ensuring fairness. 

 Aristotle rejected democratic 

criteria (equal shares for all 

regardless of merit) and 

oligarchic criteria (shares 

based on wealth). 

 He favored an aristocratic 

criterion: distribution 

according to virtue and civic 

excellence. 

 

 

 Remedial/Corrective Justice (or Commutative Justice): This 

aims to restore a fair balance when it has been upset. 

 It deals with voluntary transactions (civil law, e.g., contracts, 

sales, loans) ensuring fairness between parties. 

 It also addresses involuntary transactions (criminal law, e.g., 

theft, assault), aiming to rectify the harm done by imposing 

penalties. 

 

Criticism of Aristotle's Political Thought 
 

1. Slavery Justification 

 Criticism: Aristotle justified natural slavery, calling some people 

“slaves by nature.” 
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 Critic Thinkers: 

o Hegel – Rejected the idea of “natural slaves.” 

o Modern Human Rights theorists – Condemn this view as 

unethical and outdated. 

 

2. Exclusion of Women 

 Criticism: Aristotle excluded women from citizenship and political 

participation. 

 Critic Thinkers: 

o Mary Wollstonecraft – Advocated for women's rights and critiqued 

classical exclusion. 

o Feminist thinkers (e.g., Susan Moller Okin) – Challenged 

Aristotle’s gender bias. 

 

3. Anti-Democratic Bias 

 Criticism: Aristotle was skeptical of democracy, viewing it as a 

deviant form of government. 

 Critic Thinkers: 

o John Stuart Mill – Defended liberal democracy and representative 

government. 

o Modern democrats – Value equal political participation, unlike 

Aristotle’s limited view. 

 

4. Static and Elitist View of Politics 

 Criticism: His ideal state favored rule by the few (elites) and lacked 

mechanisms for change. 

 Critic Thinkers: 

o Karl Marx – Criticized ancient philosophers for upholding class 

hierarchy. 

o Modern Political Theorists – Emphasize pluralism and inclusive 

participation. 

 

5. Teleological (Goal-Oriented) Worldview 
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 Criticism: Aristotle believed everything has a fixed purpose (telos), 

which modern science and politics often reject. 

 Critic Thinkers: 

o Empiricists & Rationalists – Question metaphysical assumptions. 

o Modern scientists – Prefer objective, experimental approaches. 

 

6. Outdated City-State (Polis) Model 

 Criticism: His theory is based on small Greek city-states, not 

suitable for modern nation-states. 

 Critic Thinkers: 

o Thomas Hobbes – Introduced the idea of a centralized sovereign 

for large states. 

o Modern political scientists – Require frameworks fit for complex 

societies. 

John Rawls (1921–2002) 
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Introduction: 

o An American political and ethical philosopher, widely regarded as 

the most important political philosopher of the 20th century. 

o His work revitalized normative political philosophy in Anglo-

American academia. 

o He is best known for his magnum opus, A Theory of Justice (1971), 

which defends a version of egalitarian liberalism he termed "justice 

as fairness." 

o This work offered a compelling alternative to utilitarianism and 

intuitionism. 

o He held distinguished professorships at Princeton University, 

Cornell University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 

and Harvard University. 

 

 Key Quote: “Each person possesses an inviolability founded on 

justice that even the welfare of society as a whole cannot override.” 

o This powerfully articulates his anti-utilitarian stance and the 

primacy of individual rights. 

 

 Major Books: A Theory of Justice, Political Liberalism, The Law of 

Peoples, Justice as Fairness: A Restatement, Lectures on the History 

of Moral Philosophy. 

 

Category Details 

Born - Died 1921–2002 

Nationality American 

Known For A Theory of Justice, Justice as Fairness 

Major Books A Theory of Justice, Political Liberalism, The Law of 

Peoples, Justice as Fairness: A Restatement 

Key 

Affiliations 

Princeton University, Cornell University, MIT, Harvard 

University 
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Key 

Concepts 

Original Position, Veil of Ignorance, Equal Basic 

Liberties, Difference Principle, Fair Equality of 

Opportunity, Overlapping Consensus, Public Reason, 

Reflective Equilibrium 

 

Major Books by John Rawls 

 

John Rawls (1921–2002) 

 

1. A Theory of Justice 

 Published: 1971 (revised edition 1999) 

 Main Theme: 

o Presents the concept of "Justice as Fairness." 

o Introduces the "original position" and the "veil of ignorance" as 

hypothetical thought experiments to determine principles of 

justice.1 

o Argues for two principles of justice:2 

1. The Liberty Principle: Each person is to have an equal right 

to the most extensive scheme of equal basic liberties 

compatible3 with a similar scheme of liberties for others.4 

2. The Difference Principle: Social and economic inequalities are 

to be arranged so that they are both (a) to the greatest benefit 

of the least advantaged,5 consistent with the just savings 

principle, and (b) attached to offices and positions open to all 

under conditions of fair equality of opportunity.6 

o Revitalized political philosophy and established a new basis for 

liberalism. 

 

2. Political Liberalism 

 Published: 19938 

 Main Theme: 
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o Addresses the question of how a stable and just society of free 

and equal citizens can live in concord when deeply divided by 

reasonable9 but incompatible religious, philosophical, and moral 

doctrines. 

o Introduces the idea of an "overlapping consensus," where 

citizens with diverse comprehensive doctrines can agree on a 

political conception of justice for the basic structure of society.10 

o Develops the concept of "public reason," which outlines the 

kinds of reasons citizens can offer one another when discussing 

fundamental political questions. 

o Modifies and clarifies some aspects of A Theory of Justice to 

address the problem of reasonable pluralism. 

 

3. The Law of Peoples 

 Published: 1999 

 Main Theme: 

o Extends the idea of a social contract to the international sphere, 

outlining a "Law of Peoples" that could govern relations between 

liberal and "decent" non-liberal societies. 

o Proposes principles for foreign policy for liberal societies, 

including duties of assistance to "burdened societies" and 

respect for human rights. 

o Discusses the idea of a "realistic utopia," a world where just and 

peaceful international relations are possible.13 

o Addresses issues like just war theory and international justice. 

 

4. Justice as Fairness: A Restatement 

 Published: 2001 (edited by Erin Kelly, based on Rawls's lectures) 

 Main Theme: 

o Provides a shorter and more accessible overview and 

clarification of the main arguments of A Theory of Justice. 

o Responds to many criticisms and misunderstandings of his 

earlier work. 

o Refines the two principles of justice and further elaborates on 

the idea of society as a fair system of cooperation. 
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o Integrates ideas from Political Liberalism regarding the stability 

of a just society. 

 

 

A Theory of Justice (1971): 

o Aim: To develop a set of principles of justice that would provide a 

superior alternative to utilitarianism. 

o Utilitarianism, he argued, could justify sacrificing the rights and 

welfare of a minority for the sake of a greater aggregate good. 

o Method: Rawls revives the social contract tradition of Locke, 

Rousseau, and Kant, but employs a purely hypothetical scenario. 

o He asks what principles free and rational individuals would agree to 

in an initial situation of fairness. 

o Original Position: This is a hypothetical thought experiment, a 

situation of perfect equality among participants. 

o Here, free and rational individuals are tasked with choosing the 

basic principles of government and social structure for their society. 

o Veil of Ignorance: A crucial feature of the original position; 

individuals are made ignorant of their own particular 

characteristics. 

o They do not know their social or economic status, race, sex, 

religion, natural talents, or their personal conception of the good 

life. 

o This ensures impartiality, as no one can tailor principles to unfairly 

benefit their own specific circumstances or group. 

 

o Principles Chosen in Original Position (Lexically 

Ordered): 

1. Equal Basic Liberties Principle (First Principle): 

 Each person is to have an equal right to the most extensive 

total system of equal basic liberties compatible with a similar 

system of liberty for all. 
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 This includes political liberties (right to vote, hold office), 

freedom of thought, conscience, speech, assembly, and rights 

associated with the rule of law and personal property. 

 It explicitly excludes certain economic liberties like an 

unrestricted right to own the means of production or 

unlimited freedom of contract. 

 These basic liberties are considered inviolable and cannot be 

traded for social or economic advantages. 

2. Social and Economic Inequalities Principle (Second Principle): 

 Social and economic inequalities are to be arranged so that 

they are both: 

 (a) Difference Principle: To the greatest1 benefit of the least-

advantaged members of society. 

 Some inequality may be permissible if it serves to improve 

the prospects of the worst-off group (e.g., by providing 

incentives that boost overall productivity benefiting 

everyone, especially the poor). 

 (b) Fair Equality of Opportunity: Attached to offices and 

positions open to all under conditions of fair equality of 

opportunity. 

 This requires more than just formal non-discrimination; it 

demands that society provide basic means, such as 

education and healthcare, for all to have a fair chance to 

compete for these positions. 

 

Implications for Political Systems: 

o Rejects Soviet-style Communism (State Socialism): 

Incompatible with the first principle of equal basic liberties and fair 

equality of opportunity. 

o It typically involves suppression of political freedoms and does not 

offer genuine fair opportunity. 
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o Rejects Laissez-Faire Capitalism: Leads to unjust distributions of 

wealth and power, violating the difference principle. 

o It also fails to ensure fair equality of opportunity, as it deprives 

some of the means to compete fairly. 

o Favors "Property-Owning Democracy": A system characterized by 

a wide distribution of the means of production and human capital. 

o This aims to ensure economic independence and a decent standard 

of living for the worst-off, enabling all to be fully cooperating 

members of society. 

o Alternatively, he suggests a form of market-oriented liberal 

socialism might also satisfy his principles. 

o His theory provides a robust philosophical basis for egalitarian 

liberalism and the modern welfare state, emphasizing both liberty 

and equality. 

 

Political Liberalism (1993): 

o Revision/Refinement: Rawls recasts his argument for the two 

principles of justice in light of the reality of reasonable pluralism. 

o The contracting individuals in this revised framework are seen as 

representing citizens who hold conflicting yet "reasonable 

comprehensive doctrines" (worldviews, religions, moral 

philosophies). 
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o Overlapping Consensus: The principles of justice should be those 

that people with different reasonable comprehensive doctrines can 

agree on for political purposes. 

o This consensus is "overlapping" because each group can affirm the 

political conception from within its own comprehensive doctrine, 

without needing to agree on deeper philosophical or religious 

grounds. 

o This aims to ensure stability and legitimacy for a just society 

characterized by deep, irresolvable disagreements on ultimate 

values. 

o Public Reason: Justification of political decisions on fundamental 

matters should appeal to reasons and values that are accessible 

and acceptable to all citizens. 

o It avoids relying on reasons drawn from specific comprehensive 

doctrines that others may not share, thus respecting the pluralism 

of modern democratic societies. 

 

Criticism of John Rawls’ Theory (Thinker-wise) 

1. Michael Sandel – Communitarian Critique 

 Argues Rawls' idea of the “unencumbered self” is unrealistic. 

 Individuals cannot be separated from their social, cultural, and 

historical identities. 

 Rejects Rawls' “original position” as too abstract and detached from 

real moral experience. 

 

2. Charles Taylor – Importance of Cultural Identity 

 Claims Rawls ignores the deep role of cultural recognition in 

shaping individual identity. 

 Justice cannot be neutral; it must recognize the importance of 

group belonging. 

 Challenges the liberal view of the individual as autonomous and 

self-sufficient. 
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3. Bhikhu Parekh – Multiculturalist Critique 

 Rawls’ theory is rooted in Western liberal individualism. 

 Fails to account for non-Western values and group rights (e.g., 

religious or ethnic minorities). 

 Justice should include cultural diversity and group-specific rights. 

 

4. Iris Marion Young – Structural Inequality Critique 

 Criticizes Rawls for being blind to structural oppression (e.g., race, 

gender). 

 Says Rawls treats inequality as a distribution problem, ignoring 

power relations and social processes. 

 Advocates for group-differentiated policies instead of purely 

universal ones. 

 

5. G.A. Cohen – Marxist Critique 

 Claims Rawls’ Difference Principle still tolerates inequality and 

capitalist structures. 

 Argues Rawls does not go far enough to ensure economic equality. 

 Believes justice requires eliminating deep class divisions, not just 

improving the position of the worst-off. 

 

6. Alasdair MacIntyre – Ethical Critique 

 Believes Rawls' moral framework lacks historical and ethical depth. 

 Justice, in MacIntyre’s view, should be tied to tradition and virtue, 

not abstract procedures. 

 Criticizes Rawls for separating morality from shared narratives and 

cultural practices. 

 

7. Susan Moller Okin – Feminist Critique 

 Argues Rawls ignores gender inequalities within the private sphere 

(family, marriage). 
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 His model assumes a just family structure, which masks gender 

oppression. 

 Feminist justice must include private/domestic realms, not just 

public institutions. 
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Hannah Arendt (1906–1975) 

 

Introduction: 

o A German-born American political theorist, she became one of the 

most influential and original political thinkers of the 20th century. 

o Of Jewish heritage, she escaped Nazi Germany and later occupied 

France, eventually finding refuge in the United States. 

o She famously rejected the label 'philosopher,' arguing that 

philosophy deals with "man in the singular." 

o She preferred 'political theorist,' as her focus was on "men... living 

on earth" and interacting in the plural. 

o Her wide-ranging work focuses on the nature of power, politics, 

direct democracy, authority, and the novel phenomenon of 

totalitarianism. 
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o She was profoundly influenced by thinkers such as Martin 

Heidegger, Karl Jaspers, Aristotle, Augustine, and Immanuel Kant. 

 Key Quote: "Power is never the property of an individual; it 

belongs to a group and remains in existence only so long as the 

group keeps together." 

o This encapsulates her distinctive understanding of power as a 

relational and collective capacity. 

 

Category Details 

Born - 

Died 

1906–1975 

Nationality German-born American 

Known For Theories on totalitarianism, power, the public 

sphere, vita activa, banality of evil 

Major 

Books 

The Origins of Totalitarianism, The Human 

Condition, Eichmann in Jerusalem, On 

Revolution, The Life of the Mind 

Influenced 

By 

Martin Heidegger, Karl Jaspers, Aristotle, 

Augustine, Immanuel Kant 

Key 

Concepts 

Vita Activa (Labour, Work, Action), 

Public/Private Realms, Power, Violence, 

Totalitarianism, Banality of Evil, Natality, 

Plurality, Revolution 

 

 

Major Books 
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The Origins of Totalitarianism, The Human Condition, Eichmann in 

Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil, On Revolution, The Life of 

the Mind. 

 

1. The Origins of Totalitarianism 

 Published: 1951 (Later editions included new prefaces and 

sections)1 

 Main Theme: 

o Analyzes the historical roots and common elements of Nazi 

Germany and Stalinist Russia as new forms of government 

fundamentally different from traditional tyrannies or 

dictatorships.2 

o Argues that totalitarianism arises from the combination of 

antisemitism, imperialism (especially overseas expansion and 

racism), and the disintegration of the nation-state. 

o Explores how ideologies (like racism or historical determinism) 

and terror are used as tools to mobilize masses, destroy human 

plurality, and achieve total domination. 

o Identifies key features such as the central role of a secret police, 

the use of concentration camps as laboratories for total 

domination, and the destruction of the public and private 

spheres of life.3 

o Highlights the "banality of evil" concept in later reflections, 

particularly concerning Eichmann, suggesting that great evils 

can be committed by ordinary people who simply follow orders 

and lack critical thought.4 

 

2. The Human Condition 

 Published: 19585 

 Main Theme: 

o Explores the fundamental categories of human activity, 

distinguishing between labor, work, and action (the vita activa 

or active life).6 
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o Labor: Activities necessary for the sustenance of life, cyclical 

and never-ending (e.g., farming, cleaning).7 Corresponds to the 

biological human. 

o Work: The activity of creating durable objects that form the 

human artifice or world (e.g., tools, art, buildings).8 Corresponds 

to the human as a fabricator (homo faber). 

o Action: The uniquely human capacity to begin something new, 

to disclose oneself in speech and deed in the presence of others, 

and to create a shared public realm. This is the sphere of 

politics and freedom. 

o Argues that modernity has seen a dangerous elevation of labor 

and work over action, leading to a decline in the public sphere 

and the potential for genuine political life.9 

o Emphasizes the importance of plurality, natality (the capacity to 

begin anew), and the public realm for human flourishing and 

freedom. 

 

3. Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of 

Evil 

 Published: 1963 

 Main Theme: 

o A report on the trial of Adolf Eichmann, a Nazi SS officer 

responsible for organizing the logistics of the Holocaust.11 

o Introduces and develops the controversial concept of the 

"banality of evil." Arendt argued that Eichmann was not a 

monstrous ideologue but an ordinary, unthinking bureaucrat 

who was motivated more by career advancement and a sense of 

duty to obey orders than by deep-seated antisemitic hatred. 

o Suggests that Eichmann's evil was "banal" because it stemmed 

from a lack of thought, an inability to empathize, and a failure 

to exercise moral judgment, rather than from a diabolical or 

sadistic nature. 

o Raises profound questions about individual responsibility, 

obedience to authority, the nature of evil in modern 
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bureaucratic systems, and the importance of independent 

thinking and moral judgment. 

o The work sparked significant controversy for its portrayal of 

Eichmann and its criticisms of some Jewish leaders during the 

Holocaust. 

 

4. On Revolution 

 Published: 1963 

 Main Theme: 

o A comparative study of the American and French Revolutions, 

examining their origins, aims, and outcomes. 

o Argues that the American Revolution was more successful in 

establishing lasting political freedom because it focused on the 

constitution of liberty and the creation of new institutions of 

self-government.12 

o Contrasts this with the French Revolution, which, Arendt 

argues, became derailed by the "social question" (poverty and 

inequality), leading to terror and ultimately failing to establish 

stable freedom. 

o Emphasizes the distinction between liberation (freedom from 

oppression) and freedom (the active participation in public life 

and self-governance). 

o Highlights the importance of founding new political bodies and 

the spirit of "public happiness" found in political action. 

 

5. The Life of the Mind 

 Published: 1978 (Posthumously, in two volumes: "Thinking" and 

"Willing"; a third volume on "Judging" was planned but 

uncompleted) 

 Main Theme: 

o A philosophical investigation into the activities of the mind (vita 

contemplativa), intended as a companion to The Human 

Condition's focus on the vita activa. 
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o Volume 1 (Thinking): Explores the nature of thinking as a 

distinct mental activity, separate from knowing or cognition.13 

Thinking involves a withdrawal from the world of appearances 

and a silent dialogue with oneself.14 It is crucial for meaning-

making and judgment but does not directly yield practical 

results. 

o Volume 2 (Willing): Examines the faculty of the will, its 

historical discovery, and its relationship to freedom, necessity, 

and action. Arendt grapples with the philosophical problems 

associated with free will. 

o The unwritten third volume was intended to focus on "Judging," 

which Arendt saw as a crucial political faculty, related to the 

ability to make distinctions and assess particulars without 

subsuming them under general rules, drawing inspiration from 

Kant's aesthetic judgment. 

 

Methodology: 

o Arendt employed a phenomenological approach to political thought, 

focusing on the lived experience of political life. 

o She sought to understand political concepts by analyzing how they 

manifest in human action and speech, rather than relying solely on 

abstract definitions or purely empirical data. 

o Her aim was to uncover the fundamental structures and meanings 

of political existence and shared human experience. 

o She offered a critique of traditional political philosophy for often 

imposing conceptual schemas that obscured or distorted actual 

political experiences. 

o She utilized a method akin to Heidegger's "Destruktion" to clear 

away the misrepresentations and accumulated sediment of the 

philosophical tradition. 

 

The Human Condition (Vita Activa): 
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o Arendt distinguishes the vita activa (the active life) from the vita 

contemplativa (the life of contemplation). 

o She challenges the traditional philosophical hierarchy that 

historically placed contemplation above action as the highest 

human endeavor. 

 

Three fundamental human activities constitute the 

vita activa: 

 Labour: Activities necessary for biological life and survival, 

corresponding to the needs of the human body (e.g., growing food, 

giving birth). 

 It is cyclical, repetitive, and its products are quickly consumed. This 

corresponds to animal laborans (the laboring animal). There is no 

genuine freedom here, only necessity. 

 Work: Activities that create an artificial, durable world of things, 

distinct from the natural environment (e.g., building houses, 

creating tools, art). 

 Work corresponds to fabrication and follows an instrumental, 

means-end logic. This is the realm of homo faber (man the maker). It 

offers relative freedom from sheer necessity. 

 Action: Activities that take place directly between people without 

the intermediary of things or matter. 

 This corresponds to human plurality, the fact that humans live 

together as distinct and unique individuals. It is the realm of 

politics, speech, self-disclosure, and the capacity to begin new 

things (natality). 

 Action is the highest form of the vita activa and the true realm of 

human freedom and distinctiveness. 

o Public and Private Realms: Arendt draws a sharp distinction, 

originating from ancient Greek experience, between the public and 

private realms. 

o The public realm (the polis) was the space for action, speech, and 

the appearance of individuals among equals. 

o The private realm (the household or oikos) was the sphere of labour, 

necessity, and meeting biological needs. 
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o She argues that modernity has dangerously blurred this distinction, 

leading to the "rise of the social," where private economic concerns 

invade and dominate the public sphere. 

 

Concept of Politics/Action: 

o For Arendt, politics is intrinsically linked to Action and Speech, 

which can only occur in the Public Realm. 

o Politics is the art of humans living together and acting in concert. 

o It requires Plurality: Humans are not interchangeable cogs but 

distinct individuals who appear to each other in their uniqueness. 

o Politics arises from this condition of living among other distinct 

individuals. 

o Action, especially through speech, reveals "who" one is (one's 

unique identity and daimon), not just "what" one is (qualities, 

talents, or social roles). 

o Politics, therefore, is about creating and maintaining a common 

world through persuasive speech and memorable action among 

equals. 

o She strongly favors active citizen participation as a core element of 

a healthy polity and a check against the dangers of passivity and 

totalitarianism. 

 

Concept of Power: 

o Arendt makes crucial distinctions between Power, Strength, Force, 

and Violence, which are often conflated. 

o Strength: Is an individual property, inherent in a person or object; 

it relates to the singular. 

o Force: Is often associated with the forces of nature or the force of 

circumstances; it is elemental. 
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o Violence: Is instrumental in character; it uses implements (tools, 

weapons) to multiply natural strength. 

o Violence is characteristic of state coercion or authority used to 

compel obedience; it can destroy power. 

o Power: Belongs to a group acting in concert; it arises from people 

coming together for a common purpose and disappears when they 

disperse. 

o Power is cooperative, not coercive, and is the basis of all legitimate 

government. It cannot be stored, hoarded, or held by individuals, 

only by groups. 

o Power is sui generis; it is what keeps the public realm in existence. 
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Totalitarianism (The Origins of Totalitarianism): 

o Arendt analyzed Nazism (Germany) and Stalinism (Soviet Union) 

as entirely novel forms of government, distinct from earlier 

autocracies. 

o Totalitarianism differs fundamentally from simple tyranny or 

dictatorship. It aims for total, permanent domination of every 

aspect of individual life. 

o It uses organized terror against entire mass populations (not just 

political opponents) as its primary instrument. 

o It systematically destroys the distinction between public and 

private life, making everyone equally subject to state control. 

o It relies on a potent ideology (e.g., race supremacy, historical 

destiny of the proletariat) and constant, dynamic motion to 

maintain its grip. 

o She traced its roots to 19th-century anti-Semitism (which provided 

an ideological model) and imperialism (which introduced racism 

and bureaucracy as tools of overseas domination). 

o Totalitarianism atomizes individuals by destroying social bonds 

and spontaneity, thus eradicating the capacity for political action. 

 

Banality of Evil (Eichmann in Jerusalem): 

o This concept emerged from her report on the trial of Adolf 

Eichmann, a high-ranking Nazi official responsible for logistics of 

the Holocaust. 

o Arendt controversially argued that Eichmann was terrifyingly 

normal, a bland bureaucrat, rather than a monstrous or demonic 

sadist. 

o She contended that his evil stemmed from "thoughtlessness"—an 

inability to think from the perspective of others, a shallow 

conformity to rules, and an unreflective obedience to orders within 

a bureaucratic system. 

o This did not mean he was innocent, but that his evil was "banal" – 

ordinary, functionary-like – not profound or diabolical. 
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o The concept was highly controversial, with some critics accusing 

her of excusing Eichmann or even blaming Jewish leaders. 

o Arendt maintained her argument, emphasizing that this new type 

of "administrative massacre" performed by unthinking 

functionaries was a terrifying feature of modern systems. 

 

Revolution (On Revolution): 

o In this work, Arendt compares the American Revolution with the 

French Revolution, offering distinct evaluations. 

o She praises the American Revolution for its primary focus on 

establishing political freedom and constituting a new public space 

for citizen participation. 

o She saw it as a "tale of freedom," though she noted its failure to 

sustain widespread opportunities for ongoing civic action. 

o She criticizes the French Revolution because its trajectory became 

dominated by the "social question"—the problem of poverty and 

material necessity. 

o This focus, she argued, led to the Reign of Terror and ultimately 

the failure to establish stable institutions of freedom. She termed 

it a "tale of necessity." 

o For Arendt, a true revolution aims at the "constitution of freedom" 

– the creation of durable institutions for public action – not merely 

liberation from oppression or the satisfaction of material needs. 
 

 

Criticism of Hannah Arendt – Thinker-wise 
 

 
1. Jürgen Habermas – Lack of Institutional Focus 

 Criticism: Arendt idealizes public action but neglects formal 

democratic institutions. 

 He argued that discursive democracy (rules for public dialogue) is 

more realistic than Arendt’s spontaneous political action. 
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 Arendt's emphasis on councils lacks practical structure for 

governance. 

 

 
2. Sheldon Wolin – Too Elitist & Anti-Democratic 

 Criticism: Arendt’s vision of politics is elitist and excludes 

ordinary political processes. 

 Accuses her of romanticizing Greek-style politics and ignoring 

modern democratic participation like voting or party politics. 

 Her vision is inspiring but not accessible to average citizens. 

 

 
3. Bonnie Honig – Neglect of Conflict and Power 

 Criticism: Arendt overemphasizes agreement and harmony in 

politics. 

 Honig argues that real politics involves contest, struggle, and 

disruption, not just public dialogue. 

 Calls for a more agonistic democracy (inspired by thinkers like 

Chantal Mouffe). 

 

 
4. Susan Moller Okin – Gender Critique 

 Criticism: Arendt maintains a rigid divide between private and 

public life. 

 This separation ignores gender-based oppression in the private 

sphere (home, family). 

 Arendt fails to consider how patriarchy limits political action for 

women. 

 

 
5. Michael Walzer – Utopian & Abstract 

 Criticism: Arendt’s idea of a vibrant public space is too utopian 

and lacks historical grounding. 

 He claims she ignores the practical realities of political 

compromise and pluralism in modern societies. 

 Politics must also handle distribution, welfare, and legal 

structures — not just pure action. 
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6. Postcolonial Critique – Eurocentric Lens 

 Arendt has been criticized for:  

o Eurocentrism – glorifying the Greek polis while ignoring 

colonial contexts. 

o Limited inclusion – does not address the political agency of 

non-Western, colonized, or marginalized people. 

 Example: Arendt’s controversial comments during the Eichmann 

trial drew fire for being insensitive to Holocaust victims and anti-

colonial struggles. 
 

 

10 PRACTICE MCQ 

Q1. Match List I (Aristotle's Normal Forms of Government) with List II 
(Their Perverted Forms): 

List I (Normal Form) List II (Perverted Form) 

(A) Monarchy (I) Democracy 

(B) Aristocracy (II) Tyranny 

(C) Polity (III) Oligarchy 

Codes: 
(1) (A)-(I), (B)-(II), (C)-(III) 
(2) (A)-(II), (B)-(III), (C)-(I) 
(3) (A)-(III), (B)-(I), (C)-(II) 
(4) (A)-(II), (B)-(I), (C)-(III) 
 
Answer: (2) 
Explanation: 
 Aristotle classified constitutions based on the number of rulers and 

the end they pursued (common good or self-interest). 
 Monarchy is the rule by one virtuous individual for the common 

good; its perverted form, where the ruler governs for self-interest, is 
Tyranny. 
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 Aristocracy is the rule by a few virtuous individuals for the 
common good; its perverted form, where the wealthy few rule for 
their self-interest, is Oligarchy. 

 Polity is the rule by many, balancing interests (often the middle 
class) for the common good; its perverted form, where the poor 
masses rule for their self-interest, is Democracy (in Aristotle's 
classification). 

 This classification is a cornerstone of Aristotle's political analysis in 

his work Politics. 
 Understanding this distinction is crucial to grasping his views on 

political stability and the ideal state. 

Q2. Match List I (Concepts from Aristotle's Political Philosophy) with 
List II (Their Descriptions): 

List I (Concept) List II (Description) 

(A) State as 
Natural 

(I) Concerns the distribution of goods, wealth, and 
honors according to merit or contribution. 

(B) Distributive 
Justice 

(II) The state is an organic development, not an 
artificial construct, evolving from family and village. 

(C) Theory of 
Slavery 

(III) The middle class dominates, creating balance 
and being less prone to arrogance or envy. 

(D) Polity as 
Stable 

(IV) Some individuals are "slaves by nature," 
possessing physical strength suited for labor ruled 
by intellectual superiors. 

Codes: 
(1) (A)-(I), (B)-(II), (C)-(III), (D)-(IV) 
(2) (A)-(II), (B)-(I), (C)-(IV), (D)-(III) 
(3) (A)-(III), (B)-(IV), (C)-(I), (D)-(II) 
(4) (A)-(IV), (B)-(III), (C)-(II), (D)-(I) 
 
Answer: (2) 
Explanation: 
 Aristotle viewed the state as a natural organization, resulting from 

natural growth and evolution, starting from the family, then the 
village, and finally the state. 
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 Distributive Justice, a type of particular justice, concerns how the 
state distributes goods, wealth, honors, and offices among its 
citizens, ideally according to merit or contribution. 

 Aristotle's theory of slavery considered it necessary and natural, 
arguing that some individuals are slaves by nature, possessing 
physical strength for labor, and are meant to be ruled by masters 
possessing intellectual strength. 

 Aristotle considered Polity, a state where the middle class 
dominates, as the most stable and well-administered form because 
the middle class is less prone to the arrogance of the rich or the 
envy of the poor, creating a natural balance. 

 These concepts are central to understanding Aristotle's ethical and 

political framework as detailed in works like Politics and 
Nicomachean Ethics. 

 His justification for slavery and his preference for a mixed 
constitution (Polity) reflect the societal norms and philosophical 
inquiries of ancient Greece. 

Q3. Assertion (A): John Rawls argues that principles of justice should 
be chosen behind a "veil of ignorance." 
Reason (R): The "veil of ignorance" ensures that no one can tailor 
principles of justice to unfairly benefit their own specific 
circumstances, social status, talents, or conception of the good life. 
Codes: 
(1) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 
(2) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is NOT the correct explanation of 
(A). 
(3) (A) is true but (R) is false. 
(4) (A) is false but (R) is true. 
 
Answer: (1) 
Explanation: 

 John Rawls, in A Theory of Justice, introduces the "original 
position" as a hypothetical thought experiment to determine 
principles of justice. 

 A crucial feature of this original position is the "veil of ignorance," 
where individuals are made ignorant of their own particular 
characteristics. 

 They do not know their social or economic status, race, sex, 
religion, natural talents, or their personal conception of the good 
life. 
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 The purpose of the veil of ignorance, as stated in the reason, is to 
ensure impartiality in the choice of principles. 

 Because individuals do not know their own position, they cannot 
choose principles that would unfairly advantage themselves or their 
group. 

 Thus, the reason (R) directly and correctly explains the function 
and purpose of the "veil of ignorance" (A) in Rawls's theory. 

Q4. Match List I (Key Concepts in John Rawls's "A Theory of Justice") 
with List II (Their Core Meanings): 

List I (Concept) List II (Core Meaning) 

(A) Original Position (I) Social and economic inequalities are 
permissible only if they benefit the least-
advantaged members of society. 

(B) Equal Basic 
Liberties 

(II) A hypothetical situation of perfect equality 
where free and rational individuals choose 
principles of justice. 

(C) Difference 
Principle 

(III) Offices and positions should be open to all 
under conditions that provide everyone a 
genuine chance to compete for them. 

(D) Fair Equality of 
Opportunity 

(IV) Each person has an equal right to the most 
extensive system of freedoms compatible with a 
similar system for all. 

Codes: 
(1) (A)-(II), (B)-(IV), (C)-(I), (D)-(III) 
(2) (A)-(I), (B)-(II), (C)-(III), (D)-(IV) 
(3) (A)-(IV), (B)-(III), (C)-(II), (D)-(I) 
(4) (A)-(III), (B)-(I), (C)-(IV), (D)-(II) 
 
Answer: (1) 
Explanation: 
 The Original Position is a hypothetical thought experiment, a 

situation of perfect equality among participants, where free and 
rational individuals choose basic principles of justice for their 
society. 



 

JOIN DR. PS YADUVANSHI CLASSES   

Call/Wapp. { +91 8559876786 +91 9982735777} 

DR. PS YADUVANSHI CLASSES (2025 EDITION) 

 The Equal Basic Liberties Principle (First Principle) states that each 
person is to have an equal right to the most extensive total system 
of equal basic liberties compatible with a similar system of liberty 
for all. 

 The Difference Principle, part of the Second Principle, asserts that 
social and economic inequalities are to be arranged so they are to 
the greatest benefit of the least-advantaged members of society. 

 Fair Equality of Opportunity, also part of the Second Principle, 
requires that offices and positions be open to all under conditions 
that demand society provide basic means (e.g., education) for all to 
have a fair chance to compete. 

 These concepts form the core of Rawls's "justice as fairness" and 
are lexically ordered, with the Liberty Principle taking precedence. 

 Rawls developed these principles as an alternative to utilitarianism, 
aiming to protect individual rights and ensure a just distribution of 
social goods. 

Q5. Match List I (Critics of John Rawls's Theory) with List II (Their 
Primary Critique): 

List I (Critic) List II (Primary Critique) 

(A) Michael 
Sandel 

(I) Rawls's theory is rooted in Western liberal 
individualism and fails to account for group rights. 

(B) Bhikhu 
Parekh 

(II) Rawls's idea of the "unencumbered self" is 
unrealistic; individuals are socially embedded. 

(C) G.A. Cohen (III) Rawls ignores gender inequalities within the 
private sphere, like the family. 

(D) Susan 
Moller Okin 

(IV) Rawls’ Difference Principle still tolerates 
inequality and capitalist structures. 

Codes: 
(1) (A)-(I), (B)-(II), (C)-(III), (D)-(IV) 
(2) (A)-(II), (B)-(I), (C)-(IV), (D)-(III) 
(3) (A)-(III), (B)-(IV), (C)-(I), (D)-(II) 
(4) (A)-(IV), (B)-(III), (C)-(II), (D)-(I) 
 
Answer: (2) 
Explanation: 
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 Michael Sandel, a communitarian critic, argues that Rawls's idea of 
the “unencumbered self” in the original position is unrealistic 
because individuals cannot be separated from their social, cultural, 
and historical identities. 

 Bhikhu Parekh, from a multiculturalist perspective, critiques 
Rawls’s theory for being rooted in Western liberal individualism 
and failing to adequately account for non-Western values and the 
importance of group rights for minorities. 

 G.A. Cohen offers a Marxist critique, claiming that Rawls’s 
Difference Principle still tolerates unacceptable levels of inequality 
and the fundamental structures of capitalism, not going far enough 
to ensure economic equality. 

 Susan Moller Okin provides a feminist critique, arguing that Rawls 
largely ignores gender inequalities within the private sphere, 
particularly the family, assuming a just family structure which 
masks oppression. 

 These criticisms highlight diverse philosophical challenges to 
Rawls's influential theory of justice. 

 The document explicitly lists these thinkers and summarizes their 
core arguments against Rawls. 

Q6. Assertion (A): Hannah Arendt argues that "Action" is the highest 
and most distinctly human activity within the vita activa. 
Reason (R): "Action," for Arendt, involves laboring to meet biological 
necessities and working to create durable objects, which primarily 
occurs in the private realm. 
Codes: 
(1) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 
(2) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is NOT the correct explanation of 
(A). 
(3) (A) is true but (R) is false. 
(4) (A) is false but (R) is true. 
 
Answer: (3) 
Explanation: 

 Assertion (A) is true. Hannah Arendt, in The Human Condition, 
distinguishes three fundamental human activities constituting the 

vita activa: labour, work, and action. She posits action as the 
highest form and the true realm of human freedom and 
distinctiveness. 
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 Reason (R) is false. While Arendt does discuss "labour" (activities 
for biological sustenance) and "work" (creating durable objects), 
these are distinct from "action". 

 Furthermore, "action" is defined as activities taking place directly 
between people, corresponding to human plurality and self-
disclosure in speech and deed, and it specifically occurs in the 
public realm, not primarily the private realm. 

 Labour is associated with the private realm and necessity, while 
work creates the human artifice. 

 Action is the sphere of politics and freedom, realized through 
interaction with others in public. 

 Therefore, the reason mischaracterizes "action" and its relationship 
to labour, work, and the public/private distinction. 

Q7. Match List I (Hannah Arendt's Components of Vita Activa) with 
List II (Their Primary Characteristics): 

List I 
(Component) 

List II (Primary Characteristic) 

(A) Labour (I) Creating a durable, artificial world of things; 
realm of homo faber. 

(B) Work (II) Activities for biological life and survival; cyclical, 

repetitive, realm of animal laborans. 

(C) Action (III) Taking place between people; realm of politics, 
speech, self-disclosure, and natality. 

Codes: 
(1) (A)-(I), (B)-(II), (C)-(III) 
(2) (A)-(II), (B)-(I), (C)-(III) 
(3) (A)-(III), (B)-(I), (C)-(II) 
(4) (A)-(I), (B)-(III), (C)-(II) 
 
Answer: (2) 
Explanation: 
 Hannah Arendt defines Labour as activities necessary for biological 

life and survival, corresponding to the needs of the human body. It 
is cyclical, repetitive, and its products are quickly consumed, 

aligning with the concept of animal laborans. 
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 Work refers to activities that create an artificial, durable world of 
things, distinct from the natural environment, such as building 

houses or creating art. This is the realm of homo faber (man the 
maker). 

 Action involves activities that take place directly between people 
without the intermediary of things. It corresponds to human 
plurality, speech, self-disclosure, the capacity to begin new things 
(natality), and is the core of political life. 

 Arendt argues that modernity has problematically elevated labour 
and work over action, diminishing the public sphere. 

 These three components of the vita activa are central to her 
analysis in The Human Condition. 

 Understanding this triad is key to grasping Arendt's unique 
perspective on human existence and politics. 

Q8. Assertion (A): According to Hannah Arendt, power belongs to a 
group acting in concert and is cooperative, not coercive. 
Reason (R): Arendt defines violence as instrumental, using implements 
to multiply strength, and argues that violence can destroy power. 
Codes: 
(1) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 
(2) Both (A) and (R) are true but (R) is NOT the correct explanation of 
(A). 
(3) (A) is true but (R) is false. 
(4) (A) is false but (R) is true. 
 
Answer: (2) 
Explanation: 
 Assertion (A) is true. Hannah Arendt conceptualizes power as 

belonging to a group acting in concert; it arises when people come 
together for a common purpose and disappears when they 
disperse. She explicitly states power is cooperative and not 
coercive, forming the basis of legitimate government. 

 Reason (R) is also true. Arendt distinguishes power from violence. 
She defines violence as instrumental in character, using 
implements (tools, weapons) to multiply natural strength, and 
states that violence can destroy power. 

 While both statements accurately reflect Arendt's distinct concepts, 
(R)'s description of violence and its relationship to power explains 

what power is not and how it can be undermined. It does not 
directly explain why power is inherently cooperative or group-
based as stated in (A). 
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 (A) defines the essence of power for Arendt, while (R) describes a 
contrasting concept (violence) and its effect on power. 

 The distinction highlights that for Arendt, rule by sheer violence 
lacks the legitimacy that comes from collective power. 

 Both statements are correct and crucial to understanding Arendt's 
nuanced view of political phenomena. 

Q9. Which of the following did Aristotle controversially argue should 
NOT be citizens because their work left no leisure for virtue? 
(1) Warriors and Priests 
(2) Wealthy landowners and Administrators 
(3) Artisans and Agriculturists 
(4) Philosophers and Magistrates 
 
Answer: (3) 
Explanation: 
 Aristotle identified several classes in his ideal state, including 

artisans, agriculturists, warriors, the wealthy, priests, and 
administrators. 

 He argued that for a state to function well and for citizens to 
achieve a "good life," citizens needed leisure to participate in 
politics and develop virtue. 

 Controversially, Aristotle contended that artisans and 
agriculturists (manual laborers) should not be full citizens. 

 His reasoning was that the nature of their work was demanding 
and left them no leisure time, which he believed was essential for 
cultivating virtue and engaging in civic duties. 

 This view reflects the elitist tendencies in ancient Greek thought, 
where citizenship was often linked to property ownership and 
freedom from manual labor. 

 This exclusion is one of the aspects of Aristotle's political thought 
that has drawn considerable criticism from modern perspectives. 

Q10. Consider the following statements regarding Hannah Arendt's 
analysis of Totalitarianism: 
(A) Totalitarianism aims for total, permanent domination of every 
aspect of individual life. 
(B) It uses organized terror primarily against political opponents, 
similar to traditional tyrannies. 
(C) It relies on a potent ideology and constant, dynamic motion to 
maintain its grip. 
(D) Totalitarianism was seen by Arendt as rooted partly in 19th-
century anti-Semitism and imperialism. 
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(E) It strengthens social bonds and spontaneity to encourage political 
action. 
Choose the correct option that includes all correct statements: 
(1) (A), (C), and (D) only 
(2) (A), (B), (C), and (D) only 
(3) (B), (D), and (E) only 
(4) (A), (C), (D), and (E) only 
 
Answer: (1) 
Explanation: 
 Statement (A) is correct. Arendt argued that totalitarianism aims 

for total, permanent domination of every aspect of individual life, 
distinguishing it from traditional tyrannies. 

 Statement (B) is incorrect. Totalitarianism uses organized terror 
against entire mass populations, not just political opponents, 
which is a key difference from simple tyranny. 

 Statement (C) is correct. It relies on a potent ideology (e.g., race 
supremacy) and constant, dynamic motion to maintain its control. 

 Statement (D) is correct. Arendt traced the roots of totalitarianism 
to 19th-century anti-Semitism (providing an ideological model) and 
imperialism (introducing racism and bureaucracy as tools of 
domination). 

 Statement (E) is incorrect. Totalitarianism atomizes individuals by 
destroying social bonds and spontaneity, thereby eradicating the 
capacity for political action. 

 Therefore, statements (A), (C), and (D) accurately reflect Arendt's 

analysis in The Origins of Totalitarianism. 

 

 




